WRITING FOR THE ELDER LAW JOURNAL

A. Introduction

Writing for The Elder Law Journal is the most important obligation of membership. Notes
selected by the Board for publication appear in the Student Note section of The Elder Law Journal.
Because published student notes provide a valuable resource for scholars, practitioners, and other
students, the notes must be thorough and accurate. The quality of student work published in The Elder
Law Journal reflects the quality of the College of Law. Consequently, the Board of Editors demands
excellence in scholarship and craftsmanship as a condition for publication.

B. Topic Selection

The first step in the writing process is selecting a topic. Members are responsible for preparing
their own topics. The Board of Editors strongly encourages each member to develop his or her own topic.
Selection and preparation of a topic requires an investment of time. By personally developing a topic, the
member can probe an area of the law of particular interest to him or her. The member should gather
resources and iron out problems early on in the semester, in order to ease pressures that build during the
semester. The member must prepare a topic proposal consisting of a general outline, a few explanatory
paragraphs, a list of key sources, and a general statement of direction. Members should be aware of
preemption (see I11.B.2.) and previous Journal topic coverage as they choose a topic.

The Topics Editor provides members further assistance in selecting and developing note topics.
Members will be required to meet with the Topics Editor prior to the topic selection deadline. The Topics
Editor is also available for further consultation on an as-needed basis.

Additionally, Notes Editors may assist members in selecting an appropriate topic, and in some
circumstances, may assign topics. The Editors will, however, strive to assign topics that conform as
nearly as possible to the member’s preferences. The Editors cannot guarantee that they will be able to
assign the topics developed by The Journal in accordance with the member’s preferences. All topics are
subject to the approval of the Notes Editors.

1. Content

A good journal note adds to the body of law. The note should propose a new solution to a
continuing problem in the law or expose weaknesses in existing doctrine. Thus, members searching for a
good topic should focus their attention on points of confusion or disagreement, as arise when circuit
courts are split on a legal issue, or on proposals to change the law.



